Conversion

A Canterbury couple have worked miracles on a rundown parish
hall to create a divine light filled retreat for two.
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at many people would have driven
past the old Anglican church and
parish hall, seen its rotten walls and

i

H - farlorn atr and .[Imng!u. "That u._-r;!.lid
l_“' = be a modern, New York-style loft
=3 = Bunt Caleb and Natalie Paterson
m‘ — aren't most people. That's why the Canterbury
_::.,.:'.'. b l couple took a deep breath and ploughed their
mP—E life savimgs into the project, buying the Hawarden

church and adjacent hall in early 2019, two years
after the church was deconsecrated,

Thiey weren't tedally crazy — Caleb is a carpenter
and knew he could do most of the renovation
wark himself, and Natalle works part-iime, as
a community-development facilitator, so also
had capaciey to roll up her slecves

The couple had also spent five years renovaling
their previous house, a bach at Wondend Beach in

Kaiapoi, so they knew what they were doing,

They weren't actively looking for a new home
on the fateful day they drove past the former 5t
Columba Church: and hall in the small settlement
ar the foot of the Southern Alps, about a hour's
drive from Chiristelrech,

“But we saw the buildings and the 3000sqm rural
sectlon and realized it could be a great home and
Airbnb,” says Matalie. *1t's on the road to Lake Sumner
and there isn't much accommaodation out here.”

Afver selling thedr previcus home to finance the
purchase, they moved in with Natalie's parents on
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LIVING AREA Light pours their sheep farm for two vears while they tackled

through the stacker doors the project. Despite their level of experience, they

creatad by Kalapol Aluminkem, S - R 2
Bilbsith ikt certainly had their work cut out for them, and the

arigingl rimu ceiling emphasises renowation caused a few sleepless nights - for

the sense of air and space. On ; : ; et .

i ik e Radl Wisaric stariers, :I..nrc! Was No TUNNINng water or septic

fire heats the entire place. system, “There were two leng drops on the property

that churchpoers must have used,” savs Caleb,
will a laugh, =+
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“We decided to tackle the 70sgm parish hall
first,” says Caleh, “But it was in such a had state

that everything had o be rebaldle, The loeor, the
cathedral ceiling and the back door are the only
original features,”

Matalie had spied Christchurch architectural
designer Barry Connor's work on Instagram, and
he jumped at the chance to rework the parish hall

“We da 2 vast range of projects but how often does
something like this come along?” savs Bariy, whose
work on the home was commended in the ADNZ
Resene Architectural Design Awards. "Breathing

Caletr and Matalie used
thea March 2020 lockdown
as a renovation retreat.
The Highdand cow print

is by Amanda King.

KITCHEM {facing padg)
The original rimu floors
ware restored and painbed
to coordinate with the
Millbrook Kitchens design.

life into a 1955 building was an exciting challenge.”

His brief was to preserve as much of the historic
charm and notable original features as possible,
including the 4m-high cathedral roofl and Gothic
arched door. and o retain the open-plan formart

*I lowe clean lines and open spaces, so the brief
was 10 keep the living, sleeping and dining areas
as one big unintermipted space,” says Natalie,

That meant having no walls around their bedroom.
"Caleb was keen to create a conventional bedroom
but [ thought it would block off the space. | won
that hght but be's since come round o the idea,” -+




Freedom and a cowhlde

LIVING AREA Sofas fram il
- I
from Flux Boutique bring [ A

dapth and texture it the Lo SRRk F
living spaca, whils soft-gray i ; )
|' linen drapes from Feather & [ f = BEDRCOM The sleeping
| Oak Intartors add a calrmang e area in the open-plan
effect. The cactus print is ek spaice is dellineated by
fram Shut the Front Do a Poay Rider flag,
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‘1love clean lines and open spaces, so the briel was to keep the living,
sleeping and dining areas as one big uninterrupted space.’

While last year's naticnwide lockdown wasn't kind
to everyone, the couple used the five weeks

1o complete the bulk of the resovation work, That
included Caleb spending 10 davs up a scaffold
laboriously painting the formerly dark rimu ceiling
1o four coats of white paint. They also painted

the rimu floors white to create the fight, bright
canvas Natalic was after.

The biggest change to the space happenead at the
western end of the ballding - the lavge parish hall
kitchen was carved up into a separate bathroom,
mudraom and kitchen

Aninterior wall with an old servery hatch was
demolished to create a surprisingly spacious
kitchen, "Cur previcus kitchen was tiny and [ love
baking, so [ wanted lots of storape and bench
space.” savs Natalie

She called in the experts from Millbrook Kitchens
in Rangiaora, who met her brief with glossy white
cabinetry, a stone benchtop and copper accents
such as tapware and the trim around the tiling.
They alsa created space for a washing machine as
the home doesn't have a dedicated laundry.

Around the corner is the entrance/ mudrmom,
where a bank of cupboards houses coats and shoes,
Turn lefi and vou're in the compact black and
white bathroom, where large concrete tiles give
the impression of a unky concrete floor.

When it came (o flurnishing the space, the
couple realised that while most of their previous
furniture would fir, they needed larger conches
for the livieg area. They also had to go big on the
artwark. “The scale of the walls and ceiling is so
large, it needed statement pieces,” says Natalie, ==
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ENTRAMCE The couple
rebiilt the origlnal Gothle
doaor and replaced the glass,
and revamped & closkroom
Into & compact bathroem,

OUTDOORS {facing page)
The swimming poal was a
jpractical necessity but gets
& It of usa yoar-round,
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That includes a wall hanging from Australian
homeware and art company Pony Rider above
the bed and a framed Highland cow photo by
Canterbury artist Amanda King.

Cutsade, the couple cleared the overgrown
garden to create a large decked area. Much of
Calely's work as a self-emploved carpenter focuses
on outdoor building, so he was in his element
designing and constructing the 15m x 15m decking
that leads from the living room. A tongue and
groove ceiling was added to the covered deck
to echo the parish hall's celling, and Caleb also
installed an outdoor bath.

Although they hadn't planned an having a pool.
council reguirements meant they had to have a
source of water in case of fres. "We could have
added ugly water tanks bur insiead we decided
toy install a pool, which we can empoy but can also
be used to pump water from in case of fre”

The couple are currently adding the final vouches
by landscaping the property. "The aim (5 to create
an Englizh-style parden in keeping with the Anglican
church, so we'te planting roses, lavender and
agapanthus,” says Natalie.

But their hard work isn't over vet. Fulure projecis
include mrning the mezzanine level icarrently
accessible by a trapdoor above the kitchen) into
a bedroom or study, and next vear they plan 1o
tackle the church.

Originally buiit in 1904, the 220sqm charch
was rebulle in 1963 after a storm blew it over,

The couple want to apply their magic touch
toit, torning it inte a three-bedroom home they
an to rent out as holiday accommedation

“This was a bigger challenge than we thoughi
it would be but we're excited o start the next
phase of turning the church into a fovely home,”
=ays Matalie, @
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The enamel outdeor bath
was found at the local
dump, restered, and framed
with @ kwila bath cradle
The oid church [bobkow)

is 2022's progect — future
haoliday accommodation.

44 Haven

/4 e
G

= Bafore vau buy a herilage
property, check for restrictions
about what you can do to it If it's
hentage-protected, you and your
architect will need to stick to the
renovation guidelines.

« Don't start without 3 plan. Before
woul pick up a sledgehammer,
ensure you have a comprehensive
strateqy of what you're doing and
the next steps - mistakes can be
very expensive to fix,

* Start with the roof, then focus
on the foundations before mowving
on to the walls, doors, windows
and finally the interior.

» Preserve ariginal features, if
wou can, work around histoncal
architectural elements such as
stained-glass windows or arched
doors, And reuse whatever you
can, not only to help reduce
waste but also to retain a sense
of the building's history.

= Maximise storage. Inan
open-plan space like this former
church, it can be hard to find a
place for everything and reduce
clutter. Look for every possible
space that can be used for
storage, such as shohees or
under-bed storage

= Renovating an older or heritage
property can sometimes come
with hidden costs, Talk to your
architect and builder about your
desired outcome and how that
can be delivered within your
budget. Don't be pressured into
spending maore than you want,
and don't forget to keep at least
20 percent in a contingency fund,
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